BPHC  Report:  Chinese  Mothers  in 
Boston  Have  Healthy  Babies 


By  Adam  Smith 

A  recent  report  by  the  Boston 
Public  Health  Commission  sug¬ 
gests  that  babies  who  were  bom 
to  Chinese  women  in  Boston  are 
relatively  healthy. 

The  report  reveals  data  on 


Boston  births  of  2002  and  looks 
at  babies  of  immigrant  women, 
including  those  of  women  from 
China. 

In  2002,  in  Boston,  about  half 
of  the  8,011  births  were  to  for¬ 
eign-bom  women,  and  161  were 
to  mothers  from  China. 


Among  the  Boston  Public 
Health  Commission's  findings 
about  Chinese  mothers  were  the 
following: 

*  Only  .6%  of  the  mothers 
were  under  age  18.  This  was  the 
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Three  Chinatown  Teens  Join 
Fight  Against  Osteoporosis 


Bonnie  Ng,  Helen  Tran  and  Rita  Tran  Photo  by  Adam  Smith 


By  Adam  Smith 

Three  Chinatown  teens 
recently  concluded  their  part  in 
a  year-long  effort  to  promote 


osteoporosis  prevention  aware¬ 
ness. 

Rita  Tran,  age  16,  Bonnie  Ng, 
age  17,  and  Helen  Tran,  age  16, 
served  as  advisory  board  mem¬ 


bers  for  "Healthy  Girls,  Healthy 
Women,"  a  public  health  cam¬ 
paign  to  promote  awareness  of 
how  to  prevent  osteoporosis 

CONTINUED  PAGE  6 
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Ideas  for  South 
Bay  Are  Plenty 

Lisa  Chong 

From  bowling  alleys  to  wire¬ 
less  zones  to  another  Fenway  Park 
to  a  monorail  along  the  South 
Station  connector,  the  ideas  kept 
coming  from  participants  at  the 
South  Bay  Planning  Study  public 
workshop  on  February  28. 

Local  residents  and  city  service 
representatives  assembled  3D 
models  of  what  they  wanted  to  see 
on  the  eight-acre  piece  of  land, 

CONTINUED  PAGE  3 


A  Guide  to  Asian  Arts  In  Boston 


Yes,  Asian  American 
Heritage  month  is  still  two 
months  away. 

But  that's  no  reason  to 
put  off  celebrating  things 
Asian  right  now. 

In  and  around  Boston, 
many  Asian  art  exhibits, 
concerts  and  films  are  on 


So,  Sampan  prepared 
the  following  list  to  let 
readers  know  what's  going 
on  around  the  Hub: 

Call  for  prices  and  hours  for  each 
event  and  exhibit 

Art  Exhibits 

Museum  of  Fine  Arts 

465  Huntington  Ave., 

Boston. 

(617)  267-9300 

"Draped  in  Dragons: 

Chinese  Court  Costumes" 

is  on  display  through  May 
2.  The  exhibit  showcases 
lavish  costumes  of  silk, 
gold-metallic  yams,  metal- 
lic-wrapped  threads,  and 
gilt  paper  straps. 

The  exhibition  is  in  the 
Loring  Gallery  on  the  sec¬ 
ond  floor  near  the  Chinese 

Above:  /apanese  post  card  exhibit  at  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts; 
CONTINUED  PAGE  7  At  left,  txm  exhibits  at  the  Peabody  Essex  Museum 
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Local  Writer  Shin  Yu  Pai  to  Read  from 


"Equivalence" 

By  Adam  Smith 

Writer  Shin  Yu  Pai  will 
read  from  her  new  book  of 
poems,  "Equivalence,"  on 
March  7,  as  part  of  "Poetry 
in  the  Chapel"  series  at 
Forsyth  Chapel  in  Forest 
Hills. 

The  Sampan  recently 
interviewed  the  poet 

Sampan:  What  is  your 
background? 

Shin  Yu  Pai:  I  am  a  second 
generation  Taiwanese 
American.  I  am  28  years 
old.  I  grew  up  in 
Riverside,  California  and 
went  to  school  at  Boston 
University  for  undergrad, 
and  did  my  graduate  stud- 


at  Forest  Hills 

ies  at  the  Naropa  Institute 
and  the  School  of  the  Art 
Institute  of  Chicago,  where 
I  received  an  MFA.  I  am  a 
poet  and  photographer  and 
dabble  occasionally  in  book 
arts  and  translation. 

Sampan:  How  did  you  get 
started  in  writing? 

Shin  Yu  Pai:  I've  always 
written,  since  a  very  young 
age,  but  did  not  really 
delve  seriously  into  writing 
until  my  college  years.  I 
started  out  as  an  English 
major,  studying  Spanish  lit¬ 
erature,  and  became  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  practice  of 
translation,  which  has  ulti¬ 
mately  taught  me  a  great 
deal  about  the  craft  of 
writing.  I  took  a  poetry 


Event 


Shin  Yu  Pai 

Photo  by  Edward  Cating 

workshop  as  an  undergrad 
and  later  on  continued 
into  a  MFA  program  in 
writing. 

Sampan:  How  has  your 
background  shaped  your 

CONTINUED  PAGE  8 


AACA  Advisory  Board  Member  and  State  Street 
Executive  Makes  Computerworld  List 


Madge  Meyer,  execu¬ 
tive  vice  president  of  State 
Street  Corporation,  was 
named  to  the 
Computenvorld  Premier  100 
list  for  2004.  Meyer,  who  is 
also  an  advisory  board 
member  of  the  Asian 
American  Civic 
Association,  was  selected 
from  a  pool  of  600  candi¬ 
dates  and  will  join  fellow 
honorees  at  the  Premier 
100  IT  Leaders  Conference 
March  7  to  9  in  California. 

The  Premier  100  list  hon¬ 


ors  individuals  who  have 
had  a  positive  impact  on 
their  organizations  through 
technology. 

Meyer,  who  was  recent¬ 
ly  promoted  to  executive 
vice  president,  manages 
the  infrastructure  of  infor¬ 
mation  technology  solu¬ 
tions  for  State  Street 
Corporation,  which 
includes  Technology  & 
Security  Services, 
Integrated  Network 
Solutions,  Software  & 
Enabling  Services,  Server  & 


Storage  Management  and 
Service  Delivery 
Management.  Meyer  joined 
State  Street  in  2001. 

The  Asian  American 
Civic  Association  publishes 
the  Sampan. 
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Picture  of  the  Biweek 


BCNC  Celebrates! 


Kids  perform  at  the  Boston  Chinatown  Neighborhood  Center's  fundraising 
New  Year  gala  on  February  27.  Photo  by  Anita  Chang 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


SAMPAN 


Reader  Blasts  Sampan's  Use  of  NIAID  Memo 


Dear  Editor: 

You  have  referenced  the  infamous,  unofficial,  unap¬ 
proved,  office  note  which  seems  to  cause  so  much  alarm 
(See  Jan.  16  story  "NIAID  Memo  Suggests  Level  4 
'Biodefense'  Labs  Better  in  Unpopulated  Areas  to  Avoid 
'Major  Public  Health  Disaster'"  or  see  www.sampan.org). 
We  all  have  "memos"  of  conversations,  phone  calls,  meet¬ 
ings  we  attend,  ideas  and  impressions. 

What  you're  fooling  around  with  was  never  officially 
released  by  the  National  Institute  of  Allergy  and  Infectious 
Diseases.  This  piece  of  writing  was  discovered  during  the 
examination  of  papers  obtained  through  FOIA  digging  by 
people  who  oppose  a  proposed  Biosafety  Level  4  lab  here. 

What  the  writer  of  the  note  or  "memo"  says  is  an 
absolute  truism.  If  you  have  a  "disaster"  —  the  fewer  peo¬ 
ple  around,  the  fewer  people  hurt.  However,  I  cannot  find 
a  single  sentence  in  NIAID  documentation  that  says  labo¬ 
ratories  "are  better  off  in  unpopulated  areas."  With  your 
use  of  the  "memo,"  you  are  aiding  and  abetting  written 
trash.  That  is  very  unfortunate. 

Earl  Pollard,  Hamilton,  MT 

Sampan  Writer  Unhappy  With  Edits 
Dear  Editor: 

I  need  to  register  my  objection  to  the  claim  "views  are 
solely  the  views  of  the  author"  printed  along  with  my 
February  20  Traditions  article,  "Married  or  United?" 

The  word  "solely"  misleads  readers.  In  the  printed  ver¬ 
sion,  you  substituted  [some  of]  my  carefully  chosen  phras¬ 
es  and  words.  You  practically  injected  your  opinion  and 
voice  into  my  painstakingly  crafted  thoughts  on  Asian  val¬ 
ues  and  beliefs  that  I  spent  hours  to  research  and  compose. 

I  appreciate  your  difficult  roles  performed  under  limit¬ 
ed  space  and  tight  deadlines.  However,  when  space  is 
needed,  instead  of  editing  out  12%  of  my  draft,  making  it 
not  quite  comprehensible,  you  could  have  delayed  printing 
the  article  until  you  discussed  the  edits  with  me.  That 
would  be  a  respectable  editorial  policy  towards  the  effort 
and  commitment  of  a  Sampan  volunteer. 

Fred  Chin 

Editor's  Note:  While  the  Sampan  respects  the  views  of 
this  writer  and  greatly  appreciates  the  contributions 
he  has  made  to  this  newspaper,  the  Sampan  does  not 
feel  that  the  edits  made  to  his  story  materially  altered 
it. 

Sampan  reserves  the  right  to  edit  ALL  stories,  let¬ 
ters  and  other  materials  it  publishes. 

To  send  a  letter  to  the  editor,  zvrite  to: 

Sampan 

200  Tremont  St., 

Boston,  MA  02446 
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Visions  of  the  Edge 


Architects ,  Business  Group  Propose  Vision  for  Chinatown  Park's  Edges 


A  possible  design  for  the  Parcel  23D  park. 


By  Adam  Smith 

For  months  Chinatown 
and  Leather  District  resi¬ 
dents  have  been  discussing 
the  design  of  a  new 
Chinatown  park,  known  as 
Parcel  23D.  Tossing  ideas 
back  and  forth,  residents 
asked:  Should  there  be 
mahjong  tables  and  a  space 
for  volley  ball  games?  What 
about  fountains  for  chil¬ 
dren  to  play  in? 

But  what  hasn't  been 
asked  —  until  recently  --  is 
what  should  happen  out¬ 
side  the  park. 

The  edges  of  the  park, 
say  some  area  business 
leaders  and  land  owners, 
are  just  as  important  as  the 
inside  of  the  park. 

The  Artery  Business 
Committee  (ABC)  and 
Utile,  Inc.,  an  architectural 
firm  hired  by  the  commit¬ 
tee,  are  producing  an  "edge 
study"  of  the  areas  sur¬ 
rounding  the  nearly  acre¬ 
sized  park  to  create  a  "loose 
template"  for  the  develop¬ 
ment  and  landscaping  of 
the  borders  of  the  park. 

ABC  is  a  nonprofit  enti¬ 


ty  representing  large-scale 
commercial  property  own¬ 
ers  and  developers  impact¬ 
ed  by  work  on  the  Central 
Artery  Corridor  and  sur¬ 
face  restoration  from  the 
Big  Dig. 

ABC  and  Utile  met  with 
area  business  leaders  and 
property  owners  to  create 
the  study. 

The  designers  of  the 
Chinatown  park  "are  really 
focusing  on  the  actual  open 
spaces,"  said  Bissera 
Antikarov  of  the  ABC. 

She  said  that  with  no 
entity  focusing  on  the 
park's  edges,  a  gap  was  left 
open. 

"We  saw  our  role  jointly 
with  the  abutters  and  the 
public  agencies,  and  with 
the  community,  to  sort  of 
fill  that  gap,"  she  said. 

ABC  and  Utile  maintain 
that  the  planning  study  is 
not  a  "master  plan"  or 
"blueprint"  for  the  borders 
of  the  Chinatown  park, 
which  will  be  developed  at 
the  completion  of  the  Big 
Dig.  Instead,  they  say,  the 
study,  which  will  be 
released  in  a  few  weeks,  is 


a  "vision"  of  how  the  edges 
could  be  developed  to  com¬ 
plement  the  $2.2  million 
park. 

"Some  specific  things 
that  we  studied,"  said  Tim 
Love  of  Utile,  "included 
recommendations  for 
ground  floor  uses  of  future 
buildings  and  of  future 
building  additions"  and 
"improvements  to  streets 
and  sidewalks  that  are 
adjacent  to,  but  just  out¬ 
side,  the  park  contract." 
Also,  said  Love,  they  stud¬ 
ied  development  ideas  for 
partnerships  between  pub¬ 
lic  and  private  interests.  For 
example,  a  private  develop¬ 
er  could  team  with  a  com¬ 
munity  group  or  public 
agency  to  a  build  a 
Chinatown  branch  library 
and  commercial  project  in 
the  same  building. 

These  sorts  of  partner¬ 
ships,  said  Love,  would 
help  enhance  the  south  end 
of  the  park,  which  would 
be  less  active  than  the  north 
end. 

As  for  sidewalk  and 
street  improvements,  "if 
that's  done  properly,"  said 
Love,  "it  will  extend  the 
perceptual  realm  of  the 
park  beyond  the  contract 
boundary  itself." 


At  a  recent  Chinatown 
meeting  about  the  study, 
however,  some  community 
leaders  questioned  how 
feasible  it  would  be  to  turn 
the  "vision"  of  the  study 
into  plans  that  actually  get 
implemented. 

"I'm  very  skeptical.  I 
hope  that  it's  not  pie  in  the 
sky,"  said  Stephanie  Fan, 
co-chair  of  the  Chinatown 
and  Leather  District  Central 
Artery  Advisory 
Committee. 

Fan  said  she  wants 
small  Chinatown  business¬ 
es  in  the  area  to  be  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  study. 

"I  really  saw  this  study 
as  more  of  a  study  for  the 
major  developers. ..We're 
not  creating  this  park  for 
the  developers,  we're  creat¬ 


ing  it  for  Chinatown,"  said 
Fan. 

Chinatown 

Neighborhood  Council  co¬ 
moderator  Bill  Moy  said  it's 
important  that  the  study 
complement  the  Chinatown 
park  project,  both  in  its 
long-and  short-term  goals. 
He  also  said  it  should 
include  a  realistic  plan. 

One  observer  expressed 
concerns  that  residents 
could  end  up  getting  offers 
of  free  landscaping  projects 
--  such  as  widened  side¬ 
walks  and  streets  lined 
with  trees  —  by  developers 
who  want  to  build  projects 
that  are  bigger  and  taller 
than  what  zoning  allows. 

Love,  however,  said  that 
a  coordinated  vision  for  the 
area  could  lead  to  a  "win- 


win"  situation  for  property 
owners  and  developers. 

If  a  private  property 
owner  has  many  choices 
about  how  to  develop 
property,  said  Love,  and  all 
the  choices  are  economical¬ 
ly  equal,  then  the  developer 
might  be  willing  to  go  with 
the  choice  that  "adds  to  a 
greater  whole." 

"Once  they  see  that 
everybody  is  buying,  it's 
actually  good  for  every¬ 
body,  from  an  economic 
standpoint.  Everybody's 
property  value  goes  up." 

"We  cannot  guarantee 
participation,"  said 
Antikarov,  "but  we  can 
educate  them  and  promote 
certain  ideas." 


Dog  Zapped 


A  dog  was  jolted  with 
electricity  while  walking 
over  a  hidden  electrical 
"hot  spot"  at  the  corner  of 
Harvard  Street  and 
Harrison  Avenue,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  city  official. 

The  dog  was  safe, 
according  to  the  official, 
who  said  it  suffered  from 
"just  a  burnt  paw." 

The  incident  occurred 
on  the  evening  of  March  2. 

Seth  Gitell,  a  spokesman 


for  Mayor  Thomas  M. 
Menino,  said  that  the 
mayor  "takes  this 
issue... very  seriously"  and 
that  he  is  calling  on  NStar, 
the  electric  utilities  compa¬ 
ny,  to  perform  emergency 
repairs. 

NStar  did  not  return  a 
phone  call  before  Sampan 
went  to  press. 

-A.S. 


400  Gay  and  Lesbian  Asians 
Expected  to  Attend  Conference 


This  weekend,  March  5 
to  7,  more  than  400  lesbian, 
gay,  bisexual,  and  transgen¬ 
der  Asian  Americans  are 
expected  to  attend  "Queer 
Asian  Pacific  Legacy,"  a 
regional  networking  and 
organizing  conference  in 
New  York  City. 

According  to  the  event's 
organizers,  the  conference 
will  convene  South  Asians 
and  East  Asians,  as  well  as 
women,  transgender,  and 
young  people  "to  develop 
strategy,  promote  collabora¬ 
tion,  and  invigorate  orga¬ 
nizing"  among  this  commu¬ 
nity. 

While  a  similar  confer¬ 
ence  was  held  on  the  East 


Coast  10  years  ago,  this 
weekend's  event  will  be  the 
first  "multi-gender"  and 
"pan-Asian"  conference, 
according  to  the  event's 
organizers. 

The  event's  keynote 
speakers  will  be  actor  BD 
Wong,  author  Urvashi  Vaid, 
and  activist  Joo-Hyun 
Kang. 

The  event  will  also 
include  workshops,  social 
activities,  and  caucuses. 

The  conference  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  a  coalition  of  gay 
rights  groups,  Asian 
American  groups,  commu¬ 
nity-based  groups,  and  civil 
and  human  rights  groups. 


BjRA  Leaders  to  Meet  With 
Chinatown  and  the  South  End  Soon 


The  Boston  Redevelop¬ 
ment  Authority  is  holding 
what  it  calls  a" neighbor¬ 
hood  dialogue  series"  to 
discuss  planning,  economic 
development,  and  work¬ 
force  development  with 
community  members. 

Chinatown's  stop  on  the 
citywide  tour  is  May  26, 
6:30  p.m.,  at  the  Quincy 
School,  885  Washington  St., 


and  the  South  End's  stop  is 
March  23,  6:30  p.m.,  at  the 
Blackstone  Community 
Center,  50  W.  Brookline  St. 

Included  at  each 
"Neighborhood  Night"  will 
be  the  BRA's  director,  Mark 
Maloney,  as  well  as  the 
BRA's  chief  planner  and 
economic  development 
director. 


Ideas  for 

FROM  PAGE  1 

which  is  bounded  by 
Kneeland  Street,  Hudson 
Street,  and  the 
Massachusetts  Turnpike  I- 
90  mainline,  and  the  1-93 
northbound  mainline.  The 
South  Bay  Planning  Study 
is  funded  by  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority 
and  the  Massachusetts 
Turnpike  Authority  and  is 
a  result  of  the  Central 
Artery  Project. 

High  on  the  list  of  sug¬ 
gestions  were  a  communi¬ 
ty  library,  open  space, 
affordable  housing,  and 
retail  stores  that  would 
benefit  the  Chinatown  and 
Leather  District  communi¬ 
ties. 

"Like  a  Super  88  or  a 
Roach  Brothers  or  Shaw's 
or  something,"  said  one 
participant. 

"We're  not  going  to  fig¬ 
ure  out  the  plan  today,  but 
this  is  the  chance  to 
dream,"  said  David  Dixon 
of  Goody,  Clancy  and 
Associates,  a  consultant 
team  hired  to  lead  the 
study.  The  team  said  it 
envisions  the  area  as  a 
'gateway  district'  for  twen¬ 
ty-first  century  Boston, 
comparable  in  the  future  to 
New  York's  Battery  Park. 

"It's  a  little  bit  idealis¬ 
tic,"  said  Bill  Moy,  modera¬ 
tor  of  the  Chinatown 
Neighborhood  Council. 
Moy  and  Chinatown  liai¬ 
son  for  the  Massachusetts 
Turnpike  Authority's  Big 
Dig  project.  Moy  said  that 
it  would  be  difficult  to 
build  on  an  area  between 
interstate  highways  and 
still  be  creative. 


South  Bay  Planning  Area 


Bill  Schwartz,  a  trans¬ 
portation  and  infrastruc¬ 
ture  consultant,  said  that 
when  changes  to  some  of 
the  existing  ramps  are 
completed,  Kneeland 
Street  will  carry  less  traffic, 
leaving  more  space  for 
public  use. 

Everyone  agreed  that 
despite  less  traffic,  new 
parking  spaces  would  still 
be  necessary.  Many  pre¬ 
ferred  these  parking  spaces 
be  built  underground  to 
allow  more  recreational 
spaces,  such  as  basketball 
and  volleyball  courts,  or 
more  park  areas. 

"We  want  grass,"  said 
Stephanie  Fan,  a  longtime 
resident  of  Chinatown. 

Many  people  suggested 
affordable  housing  be  built 
in  the  area,  and  a  few  sug¬ 
gested  elderly  housing. 

"If  you're  building  on  a 
very  expensive  tabletop," 
said  Dixon,  "how  do  we 
create  anything  afford¬ 


able?" 

Xu  Hong  Liu  and 
Michael  Stone,  members  of 
the  Campaign  to  Protect 
Chinatown,  were  con¬ 
cerned  that  low-income 
residents  could  be  dis¬ 
placed  by  higher-income 
groups  moving  into  new 
buildings.  They  said  that 
the  consultant  team  had 
not  considered  the  impact 
on  existing  residents. 

"What  they've  written 
down  is  what  they  want  to 
see,"  Liu  said,  referring  to 


the  consultant  team. 

Many  participants  felt 
that  it  would  also  be 
appropriate  to  have  an 
iconic  building  or  structure 
on  one  of  the  parcels,  espe¬ 
cially  if  the  area  becomes  a 
future  gateway  district  to 
the  city.  One  of  the  partici¬ 
pants  asked  what  it  would 
be  like  to  drive  into  the 
city  from  one  of  the  future 
entrances. 

"What  do  I  want  to 
see?"  he  asked. 


South  Bay  Planning  Study  workshop  on  February  28  Photo  by  Lisa  Chong 


South  Bay  Planning  Study  area 
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Boston  University 
Professor  Criticizes 
Biodefense  Lab  Plan 


Left  to  Right:  MIT  professor  of  microbiology  Jonathan  King,  BU  professor  of  environmental  health  David 
Ozonoff,  Kyle  Loring  of  Alternatives  for  the  Community  and  Environment  (ACE),  Howie  Rotman  of  Boston 
Medical  Center  Employees  AFSCME  Local  1489  and  Klare  Allen  of  ACE.  Photo  by  Adam  Smith 


By  Adam  Smith 

Weeks  after  Boston 
University  professor  of 
environmental  health  H. 
Patricia  Hynes  publicly 
opposed  BU's  plans  to 
build  a  biodefense  labora¬ 
tory  in  the  South  End, 
another  BU  School  of 
Public  Health  professor  did 
the  sarfie. 

At  a  February  forum 
about  Boston  University's 
proposed  biodefense  labo¬ 
ratory,  BU  environmental 
health  professor  David  M. 
Ozonoff  said  that  he  initial¬ 
ly  supported  the  lab,  but 
he  could  no  longer  do  so 
"in  conscience." 

Speaking  to  a  crowd  of 
about  70  people  in  a 
Boston  University  Medical 
Center  classroom,  Ozonoff 
said  he  "began  as  a  reluc¬ 
tant  proponent  of  this  facil¬ 
ity,"  and  believes  that  civil¬ 
ian-controlled  top-level 
labs,  similar  to  the  kind  of 
labs  that  will  be  included 
in  BU's  proposed  biode¬ 
fense  facility,  are  needed 
for  public  health  purposes. 

"But  I  have  now  con¬ 
cluded  that  this  facility 
[proposed  by  Boston 
University  Medical  Center] 
does  not  meet  the  mini¬ 
mum  requirements  that  I 
believe  must  be  met," 


Ozonoff  said,  noting  that 
he  was  speaking  only  for 
himself  and  not  for  a  uni¬ 
versity  department.  Joining 
Ozonoff  on  the  forum's 
panel  were  other  critics  of 
BU's  proposal,  such  as  MIT 
professor  of  microbiology 
Jonathan  King,  a  Boston 
Medical  Center  employee's 
union  member  and  a  legal 
fellow  at  Alternatives  for 
Community  and 
Environment,  a  Roxbury- 
based  environmental  jus¬ 
tice  group. 

On  September  30,  2003, 
Boston  University  Medical 
Center  was  awarded  a  $128 
million  grant  from  the 
National  Institute  of 
Allergy  and  Infectious 
Diseases  (NIAID)  to  con¬ 
struct  a  National 
Biocontainment 
Laboratory. 

Highly  hazardous  and 
infectious  agents,  such  as 
Ebola,  would  be  studied  at 
the  facility,  in  what's  called 
a  Biosafety  Level  4  labora¬ 
tory.  Level  4  is  the  highest 
level  of  security  for  bio¬ 
medical  research  laborato¬ 
ries.  The  proposed  facility 
would  also  house  Level  2 
and  3  laboratories.  The 
goal  of  the  biodefense  labo¬ 
ratory  proposal  is  to  find 
therapies  and  vaccines  for 
emerging  infectious  dis¬ 


eases  and  pathogens  that 
could  be  used  for  bioterror¬ 
ism. 

Though  many  who 
object  to  the  laboratory 
have  said  they  fear  a 
pathogen  could  somehow 
escape  the  laboratory  or 
infect  workers  who  then 
could  infect  others  in  the 
community,  Ozonoff  said 
this  was  not  his  concern. 

He  instead  objected  to  the 
potential  secret  research 
that  he  claimed  could  be 
conducted  at  the  lab  and 
criticized  the  biodefense- 
centered  agenda  of  the  lab. 

"The  sponsorship,  the 
stated  priorities,  and  the 
likely  actual  workings"  of 
the  National 
Biocontainment 
Laboratory,  said  Ozonoff, 
are  "neither  guaranteed  nor 
likely  to  have  a  public 
health  orientation  or 
agenda." 

The  National  Institutes 
of  Health  "was  specifically 
given  a  counter  terrorism 
mandate"  for  the  funds  that 
would  support  the  BU  lab, 
said  Ozonoff,  who  called 
the  proposal  a  "$128  mil¬ 
lion  example  of  distorted 
and  mistaken  priorities." 

Research  at  the  pro¬ 
posed  facility,  said 
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PINE  OAKS  VILLAGE  PHASES  1  AND  2 
61  JOHN  NELSON  WAY,  HARWICH,  MA  02645 

-AND- 

PINE  OAKS  VILLAGE  PHASE  3 
300  LEIGHTON'S  LANE,  HARWICH,  MA  02645 


ACCEPTING  APPLICATIONS  FOR  PLACEMENT  ON  WAIT  LIST 


Pine  Oaks  Village  is  sponsored  by  MidCape  Church  Homes  Inc. 

Phases  1  and  3  are  apartment  communities  designed  for  elderly  (62 
and  over)  persons.  Phase  2  is  designed  for  elderly  (62  and  over)  and 
also  for  handicapped/ disabled  persons  who  may  be  under  62. 

Phases  1  and  3  are  subsidized  by  the  HUD  Section  8  Program.  Phase  2 
is  subsidized  by  the  USDA  Rural  Development  Rental  Assistance 
Program.  Most  residents  pay  30%  of  their  adjusted  annual  income  for 
rent.  Some  residents  may  pay  more  than  30%  based  on  availability  of 
subsidy  and  on  income. 

PHASE  1  AND  3  INCOME  LIMITS:  VERY  LOW 

1  Person  $21,650 

2  Persons  $24,700 


PHASE  2  INCOME  LIMITS:  VERY  LOW  LOW 

1  Person  $21,100  $33,750 

2  Persons  $24,100  $38,600 


Pine  Oaks  Village  Phases  1,  2,  and  3  are  beautifully  landscaped 
communities  close  to  beaches,  shops,  doctors,  churches,  police  and  fire 
stations  and  public  transportation.  All  units  are  ground  level. 
Interested  parties  may  call  Phases  1  and  2  at  (508)  432-9611,  Phase  3  at 
(508)  432-9623,  TDD  1-800-545-1833  x  132  for  all  3  Phases  or  may  write 
to  the  addresses  listed  above.  - 

'  m  0  jf  tt  „  *•  „•  , 

THIS  INSTITUTION  IS  AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  PROVIDER. 


YOU  CAN  AFFORD  TO 
BUY  A  HOME  IN  BOSTON! 


The  1st  Home  Program  offers  affordably  priced  new  and  rehabilitated 
homes  throughout  the  City  of  Boston  to  first-time  homebuyers. 
Condominiums,  single,  and  multi-family  homes  are  available  by  lottery 
in  many  Boston  neighborhoods.  To  learn  more  about  the  1st  Home 
Program,  attend  one  of  our  free  lottery  application  seminars: 


3/15/04  -  6:00pm 

East  Boston  Branch  Library. 

276  Meridian  St. 

3/29/04  -  6:00pm 

South  Boston  Branch  Library 

646  East  Broadway 

4/12/04  -  6:00pm 
Charlestown  Branch  Library' 
179  Main  Street 

5/3/04  -  6:00pm 
Copley  Branch  Library 
700  Bovlston  Street 


Upcoming  Projects 
Jamaica  Plain 
■"APPLY  NOW!* 

Brookside  Artists’ 
Live/Work  Project  $165,000 

Two  rehabilitated  condominums  with 
1  bed,  1  bath,  and  artist’s  work  space 
*BRA  Artist  Certification  Required 

Lamartine  Homes 

6  Single-family  homes 
for  $155,000  -$165,000 
2  Two-family  homes  for  $225,000 

*One  Handicap  unit  is  available 


First-time  homebuyers  only.  Some  preferences  and  income  restrictions  apply.  Information 
is  subject  to  change.  We  are  not  responsible  for  errors,  changes,  or  ommissions. 


Call  617-635-HOME  (4663)  for  more  information  about  the  program,  upcoming  properties 
or  an  application,  or  visit  us  on  the  web  at:  www.cityofboston.gov/dnd/C_lst_Home.asp 


Thomas  M.  Menino,  Mayor  -  City  of  Boston 


Charlotte  Golar  Richie,  Chief  and  Director  -  Department  of  Neighborhood  Development 
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Elder  Health  Q&A:  Drug 
Discount  Cards 


By  Marta  Frank 

Q:  When  are  the  new  Medicare  drug 
discount  cards  coming  out? 

A:  The  federal  Department  of  Health 
and  Human  Services  says  the  new 
prescription  discount  cards  will  be 
out  this  spring.  The  first  benefit  under 
the  new  Medicare  Modernization  law, 
discount  cards  promise  to  help 
seniors  "lower  their  (drug)  costs  until 
the  more  comprehensive  Medicare 
drug  benefit  comes  into  effect  in  two 
years." 

The  government  claims  that  these 
discount  cards  will  allow  seniors  to 
get  savings  of  about  10%  to  15%  on 
their  total  drug  costs.  All  Medicare 
enrollees,  except  those  who  already 
get  drug  coverage  under  Medicaid, 
will  be  able  to  buy  a  discount  card. 


Cards  will  be  offered  by  drugstores. 
Medicare  HMOs,  insurance  compa¬ 
nies,  and  drug  benefit  managers. 
Medicare  will  approve  a  list  of  dis¬ 
count  cards,  and  all  seniors  are  sup¬ 
posed  to  have  a  choice  of  at  least  two 
discount  card  programs.  Only  one 
card  can  be  held  at  any  time.  The  cost 
of  signing  up  for  a  card  cannot  exceed 
$30  a  year.  If  consumers  are  unhappy 
with  one  card,  they  will  be  able  to 
switch  cards  during  an  open  enroll¬ 
ment  period.  By  2006,  these  discount 
cards  will  end. 

Medicare  plans  to  create  a  Web 
site  that  will  provide  a  price  compari¬ 
son  between  different  cards  on  the 
market,  and  help  in  comparing  nego¬ 
tiated  prices  for  drugs,  and  other  pro¬ 
gram  features.  The  cards  will  publi- 
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Public  Healtty 
Prevention  Specialist 


Sought  to  join  team 
undertaking  exciting  work  on 
substance  abuse  prevention, 
youth  development,  coalition 
development  and 
environmental  strategies. 
Work  to  assist  community 
leaders  in  public  health 
planning,  coalition  building, 
and  implementing 
environmental  strategies. 
Masters  preferred. 
Demonstrated  experience 
required.  Bilingual/bicultural 
candidates  encouraged  to 
apply.  Apply  to  Michelle 
Keenan,  Regional  Center  for 
Healthy  Communities,  552 
Mass.  Ave.,  Suite  203, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139  by 
March  19,  2004. 


Article  Funded  by  the  Asian  Health  Initiative  of 

Tufts-New  England  Medical  Center 

Preparing  for 
Disaster  One 
Household 
at  a  Time 

By  Franklin  D.  Friedman,  Tufts-NEMC 
Dept  of  Emergency  Medicine 

With  all  the  talk  of  terrorism  alert  levels, 
what  preparations  can  you  make  for  your 
family?  Emergency  physicians  and  other 
disaster  experts  urge  you  to  prepare  for  com¬ 
mon  emergencies.  When  you  prepare  for 
severe  weather,  utility  interruptions,  and  fire, 
you  ready  yourself  for  many  other  types  of 
disasters  as  well. 

During  most  emergencies,  including  a 
severe  snowstorm,  hurricane,  or  widespread 
loss  of  electricity,  expect  that  everyone  will 
be  stuck  indoors.  Grocery  stores,  pharma¬ 
cies,  public  transportation,  and  even  doctors' 
offices  may  be  closed.  To  survive  these  dis¬ 
ruptions,  plan  to  be  self-sufficient  for  at  least 
three  days.  In  other  words,  store  food  that 
does  not  require  cooking,  bottled  water  (at 
least  a  gallon  per  person),  flashlights,  batter¬ 
ies,  and  a  battery-operated  radio.  ATMs  and 
banks  may  not  be  available,  so  keep  some 
emergency  cash  at  home. 

Medically  speaking,  there  are  prepara¬ 
tions  you  can  make  too.  Keep  at  least  a  three 
days'  supply  of  your  prescription  medicines. 
Have  a  list  of  your  medicines,  allergies,  and 
your  doctor's  office  in  your  wallet  or  purse. 

A  basic  first  aid  kit  (containing  bandages, 
supplies  to  clean  and  dress  wounds,  and 
some  basic  over-the-counter  medicines  for 
fever  and  pain)  will  be  useful  in  your  daily 
life,  and  during  a  disaster.  You  can  put  one 
of  these  kits  together  yourself  or  you  can  buy 
one  in  a  pharmacy  or  at  outdoor  recreation 
stores. 

Think  of  any  medical  conditions  of  house¬ 
hold  members.  Then,  try  to  plan  what  you 
would  do  if  everything  around  you  were 
closed  or  unavailable  for  three  days.  Do  you 
have  enough  supplies  for  testing  the  blood 
sugar  of  a  diabetic?  Do  you  have  contact 
lens  cleaning  materials?  Does  anyone  use 
bottled  oxygen?  You  want  to  be  certain  that 
you  never  have  less  than  a  three-day  supply 
of  any  of  these  things.  Not  only  will  you 
then  be  prepared  for  a  disaster,  but  you  will 
also  have  a  safety  cushion  if  your  regular 
supplier  is  temporarily  out. 
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FOCUS 
r  On  Children 

Boston  Public  Schools 


Community  Partnerships  for  Children 

Governing  Council 
Quality  Director 

The  Community  Partnerships  for  Children  (CPC)  Program  is  a  state 
grant  that  supports  the  work  of  multiple  early  childhood  school  and 
community  agencies  and  centers.  The  Quality  Director  will  develop 
and  oversee  a  system  of  support  for  accreditation  and  implementation 
of  state  preschool  standards. 

Please  see  our  BPS  website  for  the  appropriate  application  process. 

The  Boston  Public  Schools  is  an  affirmative  action/equal  opportunity  employer 
that  actively  seeks  applications  from  candidates  of  color,  women  and  till  candidates 
committed  to  our  focus  on  children. 

www.boston.kl  2.ma.  us 


Join  a  Caring  Team! 

Department  of  Mental  Health 

METRO  SUBURBAN  AREA 

Quincy  Mental  Health  Center 

Registered  Nurses  -  Night  shift 

Full  and  part-time  opportunties  in  providing  quality  care  to 
adult  psychiatric  patients  at  our  JCAHO  accredited  facility. 

Competitive  salary,  excellent  benefit  package 
including  health,  dental,  tuition  remission,  vacation, 
retirement  and  free  parking. 

Resumes  to:  Office  of  Health  HR,  DMH, 
Metro  Suburban  Area,  288  Lyman  St., 
Westborough,  MA  01581. 

Fax:  508-616-2857  or  email 
Carolyn.Burnett@DMH.state.ma.us 

EEO/AA  M/F/D/V  Employer 


Enrollment  Services 

Two  P/T  Clerk  III  Positions 


General  Statement  ot  Duties:  Register  students,  provide  telephone  coverage, 
run  official  transcripts,  file,  and  verify  enrollment. 


Qualifications:  Two  years  of  full-time,  or  equivalent  part-time,  experience  in 
office  work  required.  Some  customer  service  experience  required. 

Shift:  Monday  -  Thursday,  2p.m.  -  7p.m. 


Salary:  20  hours  @  $263.60/week 


Chelsea  Campus 

Clerk  IV 


General  Statement  of  Duties:  Recruit,  test,  advise  and  register  students, 
and  accept  payment  for  courses.  Some  community  outreach  work. 

Qualifications:  Three  years  of  full-time,  or  equivalent  part-time,  office 
experience  required.  Knowledge  of  Microsoft  Office  Suite  required.  Strong 
organizational,  interpersonal  and  written  communication  skills  and  ability  to 
work  with  a  diverse  student  population  required.  Financial  Aid  experience  a 
plus.  Bilingual  preferred. 

Shift:  Monday  -  Friday,  11a.m.  -  7p.m. 

Salary:  $541 .90/week  @  $28, 178.80/year 


Closing  Date  For  Both  Positions:  March  10,  2004 


To  Apply:  Submit  a  resume  or  an  application  form  to:  Bunker  Hill 
Community  College,  Human  Resources,  250  New  Rutherford  Ave, 
Boston,  MA  02129-2925. 


Bunker  Hill  Community  College  is  an  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity 
Employer.  Women,  people  of  color,  individuals  with  disabilities  and  others  are 
strongly  encouraged  to  apply. 


Newton  Public  Schools 

2004-2005  VACANCIES 

Newton,  a  large  progressive  school  system  with 
21  schools,  1 1 ,200  students,  and  2000  staff,  is 
seeking  highly  qualified  candidates  for  July  1 ,  2004. 

Middle  School  Principal 
Bigelow  Middle  School 

Grades  6  -  8,  with  520  students  and 
72  professional  staff. 

Responsibilities  include: 

•  Hiring,  staff  development 

•  Leading  systemwide  initiatives 

•  Involvement  in  a  participatory  community 

Work  year  consists  of  21 1  days.  Salary  commensurate 
with  degrees  and  experience. 

Middle  School  Principal 
Oak  Hill  Middle  School 

Grades  6  -  8,  with  598  students  and 
80  professional  staff. 

Responsibilities  include: 

•  Hiring,  staff  development 

•  Leading  systemwide  initiatives 

•  Involvement  in  a  participatory  community 

Work  year  consists  of  21 1  days.  Salary 
commensurate  with  degrees  and  experience. 

Assistant  Principal 
Day  Middle  School 

Grades  6  -  8,  with  785  students  and 
92  professional  staff. 


We  encourage 

APPLICATIONS  FROM 
CANDIDATES  WHO 
HAVE  A  STRONG 
COMMITMENT 
TO  ACTIVE 
ANTI-RACISM. 

An  Affirmative 
Action/Equal 
Opportunity 
Employer. 


Work  year  of  185  days.  Salary  commensurate  with 
degrees  and  experience. 

Please  consult  our  website,  www.newton.mec.edu 
for  further  information  on  the  Newton  Public 
Schools  and  these  vacancies. 

Application  Process:  If  interested  in  applying, 
please  send  letter  of  intent,  resume,  3  letters  of 
reference,  educational  transcripts,  and  proof  of 
licensure/certification  by  3/19/04  to: 

Roberta  E.  Dollase,  Assistant  Superintendent  for 
Human  Resources,  Newton  Public  Schools, 

100  Walnut  Street, 

Newtonville,  MA  02460. 

For  your  convenience, 

On  Line  application  is 
available. 


♦  Grade  4  Co-Teacher 

♦  Grades  7/8  English  Teacher  &  Advisor 

♦  Music  Teacher  for  Pre  K  -  Grade  1 

Masters  Degree  Preferred 

♦  Learning  Specialist 

Masters  Degree  Required 

Charles  River  School,  small,  coed  PK-8  independent 
school  with  a  progressive  philosophy. 


Minimum  3  years  teaching  experience  for  all  3  positions 

Send  cover  letter,  resume  and  philosophy  statement  to: 
Catherine  Gately,  Head  of  School 
Charles  River  School, 

56  Centre  Street 
P.0.  Box  339 
Dover,  MA  02030-0339 
Fax:  508-785-8290 

Charles  River  School  actively  seeks  and 
encourages  candidates  who  represent  diversity. 


Assistant  Bursar 


General  Statement  of  Duties:  Supervise  day-to-day  operations  of  the  Student 
Payment  office;  maintain  on-line  accounts,  billing/receivable  system,  cash 
control;  work  with  outside  collection  agencies;  state  intercept,  and  third-party 
payers;  reconcile  financial  transactions  and  analyze  accounts  to  anticipate  and 
correct  errors.  Establish  and  maintain  cooperative  working  relationships  within  a 
diverse,  multicultural  environment. 

Qualifications:  Bachelor's  degree,  supervisory  experience,  excellent 
communication  and  customer  service  skills  and  experience  working  with  higher 
education  required.  Experience  with  Datatel’s  Colleague  system  and  knowledge 
of  financial  aid  regulations  preferred.  Ability  to  work  effectively  in  a  fast-paced, 
deadline  driven  environment.  Required  to  work  two  evenings  and 
some  weekends. 

Salary  Range:  $45, 000.00-S50, 000.00 

Review  of  applications  will  begin  on  March  10,  2004  and  will  continue  until 
position  is  filled. 

To  apply  in  confidence,  candidates  should  send  a  resume  and  a  letter  addressing  the 
qualifications  of  the  position;  a  list  of  three  references  including  name,  address, 
telephone,  fax  and  e-mail;  and  a  copy  of  transcripts  (unofficial  is  acceptable),  to: 

Molly  B.  Ambrose,  Director  of  Human  Resources  and  Labor  Relations, 
Bunker  Hill  Community  College,  250  New  Rutherford  Avenue,  Boston,  MA 
02129-2925. 


Bunker  Hill  Community  College  is  an  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity 
Employer.  Women,  people  of  color,  individuals  with  disabilities  and  others  are 
strongly  encouraged  to  apply.  ^  , 
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Boston  Public  Health  Commission:  Chinese  Babies  Healthy 
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second  lowest  percentage 
of  teen  pregnancies  of  all 
Boston  births  that  year. 

*About  88%  of  the 
mothers  received  adequate 
prenatal  care. 

‘About  8%  of  the  moth¬ 
ers  delivered  "low  birth 
weight"  babies,  which  are 


babies  weighing  less  than 
5.5  pounds. 

‘About  5%  of  the  births 
were  premature. 

"Overall  Chinese 
women  are  doing  relative¬ 
ly  well"  in  terms  of  their 
births,  said  Dr.  Barbara 
Ferrer,  Deputy  Director  of 
the  Boston  Public  Health 


Commission. 

"They  are  very  likely  to 
engage  in  prenatal  care, 
their  babies  tend  to  be  rela¬ 
tively  healthy,  they  have 
extremely  low  rates  of 
infant  mortality,"  said 
Ferrer. 

Additionally,  said 
Ferrer,  babies  of  Chinese 
mothers  in  Boston  have  an 
average  rate  of  low  birth 


weight. 

In  Boston,  all  Asians 
tend  to  enjoy  healthy 
births  as  well,  said  Ferrer, 
who  cautioned  that  "the 
Asian  experience  is  not  a 
monolithic  experience" 
when  it  comes  to  the 
health  of  newborns. 

Why  are  babies  bom  to 
Chinese  and  Asian  moth¬ 
ers,  in  general,  healthy? 


"If  you  look  overall  at 
the  data  in  Boston,  Asian 
women  tend  to  be  relative¬ 
ly  healthy,"  said  Ferrer. 
Asian  women,  she  said, 
tend  not  to  have  high  rates 
of  sexually  transmitted  dis¬ 
eases  or  urinary  tract  infec¬ 
tions. 

Also,  they  tend  to  have 
relatively  healthy  diets  and 
live  in  "supportive  envi¬ 


ronments." 

This,  said  Ferrer,  "may 
be  offering  some  protective 
factors." 

"[They]  are  going  into 
their  pregnancies  relatively 
healthy." 

For  information  about 
Boston's  services  for  pregnant 
women,  call  Healthy 
Babies/Healthy  Child  at 
(617)  534-5832. 


Girls  Fight  Osteoporosis 


Chinatown 
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among  girls  and  young 
women  in  Massachusetts. 

The  Chinatown  teens 
were  joined  by  other 
teenage  girls  and  young 
adult  women  from  the 
Boston  area  who  also 
served  as  advisory  board 
members.  The  members 
worked  with  The  Medical 
Foundation  to  develop  the 


Bring  the 
Sampan  to 
your  home: 
Subscribe! 


CALL  (617)  426- 
9492,  Ext.  206 


campaign,  which  began  in 
early  2003. 

The  teens  and  young 
women  met  a  few  times 
each  month  to  learn  which 
physical  activities  and 
nutrients  help  prevent 
osteoporosis.  Some  of  their 
education  was  hands-on  - 
they  joined  kick-boxing 
classes  and  went  grocery 
shopping  with  dieticians. 
They  also  worked  with 
Argus  Communications  to 
help  design  public  service 
T  posters,  ads,  brochures 
about  osteoporosis,  and  a 
Web  site, 

www.fightosteonow.org. 

"We  gave  them  our 
ideas  of  how  we  wanted 
[the  posters  and  Web  site] 
to  look,"  said  Rita  Tran,  a 
student  at  Boston  Latin 
Academy.  "We  gave  them 
suggestions  and  picked 
what  we  liked." 

The  teens  suggested 
"how  to  make  it  catchy," 
said  Ng,  also  a  student  at 
Boston  Latin  Academy. 
They  helped  write  the 


brochures,  pick  the  colors 
of  the  promotional  materi¬ 
als,  and  advise  on  the 
design  and  layout  of  the 
announcements . 

"[We  suggested]  what's 
good  for  the  Web  site  and 
what's  not,"  said  Helen 
Tran,  a  student  at 
Snowden  International 
High  School. 

The  project  was  funded 
by  a  grant  from  the  2002 
Massachusetts  Vitamin 
Litigation  Settlement  Fund. 

Osteoporosis  is  a  pre¬ 
ventable  disease  that 
weakens  bones,  making 
them  break  easily. 
According  to  The  Medical 
Foundation,  the  disease 
affects  more  than  28  mil¬ 
lion  Americans,  80%  of 
whom  are  women. 
Research  shows  that  build¬ 
ing  strong  bones  through 
proper  exercise  and  nutri¬ 
tion  before  the  age  of  30 
can  help  prevent  osteo¬ 
porosis. 


MILTON  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 
MILTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 


OPENING  2004-2005 

PRINCIPAL 

COLLICOT  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 

Join  a  suburban  community  in  which  collaborative 
relationships,  communication  ana  respect  for  human  differences 
thrive. 

Because  of  a  retirement,  the  Collicot  Elementary  School  is 
seeking  a  new  principal.  This  grade  K-5  school  of  380  students 
prides  itself  on  its  high  academic  achievement  for  all  students 
through  excellence  in  the  classroom. 

Salary  &  Benefits:  Competitive 

Applicants  must  meet  the  following  requirements: 

■  Master's  Degree 

■  Appropriate  Massachusetts  certification 

■  Demonstrated  leadership  in  curriculum,  administration 
and  education 

■  Effective  communication  and  interpersonal  skills 

■  Administrative  experience 

Applicants  should  send  a  letter  of  interest,  current  resume, 
proof  of  current  certification,  undergraduate  and  graduate 
transcripts  and  three  current  letters  of  recommendation  on  or 
before  April  2,  2004  to: 

Mary  C.  Gormley 
Interim  Superintendent  of  Schools 
Milton  Public  Schools 
25  Gile  Rd. 

Milton,  MA  02186 

The  Milton  Public  School  System  is  committed  to  diversity. 
We  are  an  Affirmative  Action/ Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 


Boston  University  Professor  Blast  Lab  Plans 
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Ozonoff,  will  be  driven  by 
the  agenda  of  the 
Department  of  Homeland 
Security. 

"It  will  be  looking  at 
things  that  are  not  of  pub¬ 
lic  health  concern,"  said 
Ozonoff.  "For  example, 
bioterrorism  research  is 
very  concerned  about 
inhalation  anthrax.  People 
die  of  anthrax  in  this 
world,  but  they  don!t  usu¬ 
ally  die  of  inhalation 
anthrax.  They  die  of  cuta¬ 
neous  anthrax.  Most  of  the 
research  in  biodefense 
deals  with  the  inhalation 
aspect  of  it,  which  is  not  a 
public  health  concern." 

He  called  the  strict 
biodefense  agenda  ineffi¬ 
cient  and  said  that  a  facili¬ 
ty  with  a  public  health 
agenda  would  focus  on 
finding  treatments  for 
viruses  such  as  SARS  or 
Avian  flu. 

Additionally,  said 
Ozonoff,  "there's  no 
apparent  prohibition 


against  classified  or  secret 
research  or  is  there  any 
apparent  university  policy 
here  about  performing 
secret  or  classified 
research." 

A  BU  spokeswoman, 
however,  said  there  will 
be  "no  classified  research" 
conducted  at  the  National 
Biocontainment 
Laboratory. 

And  at  a  recent  public 
meeting,  Richard  J.  Towle, 
senior  vice  president  of 
BU,  said:  "We  will  not 
conduct  research  on 
bioweapons.  All  research 
will  be  medically  related 
in  nature." 

But  Ozonoff  ques¬ 
tioned  these  statements  by 
the  university. 

"As  far  as  I  can  see," 
said  Ozonoff,  "there  is 
nobody  at  Boston 
University  who  has  the 
authority  to  say  that  there 
will  be  no  classified 
research  done." 

According  to  the 


NIAID  request  for  appli¬ 
cations  to  compete  to 
build  the  National 
Biocontainment 
Laboratory,  NIAID  would 
dictate  what  research  is 
conducted  at  the  laborato¬ 
ry  for  20  years. 

Also,  NIAID  states  that 
the  National 
Biocontainment 
Laboratory  will  "support" 
the  institute's  "Biodefense 
Agenda." 

When  it  was 

announced  that  BU's  med¬ 
ical  center  won  a  grant  to 
construct  the  laboratory. 
Mayor  Thomas  M. 

Menino,  Governor  Mitt 
Romney,  and  Senator 
Edward  Kennedy  spoke  in 
support  of  the  proposal. 
They  said  the  lab  could 
potentially  boost  Boston's 
status  as  a  center  for  bio¬ 
medical  research  and 
would  provide  660  jobs 
and  1,300  construction 
jobs. 


EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR 

The  Kingston  Housing 
Authority  is  seeking  qualified 
applicants  for  the  position  of 
Executive  Director.  The 
Director  will  be  responsible  for 
the  management  of  56  units 
State-Aided  Public  Housing. 
Minimum  qualifications: 

♦  Two  years’  experience  in 

housing,  community 
development,  public 
administration  or  a  closely 
related  field. 

♦  Knowledge  of  the  principles 

and  practices  of  housing 
management,  finances  and 
maintenance  systems  in 
public  or  private  housing. 

♦  Written  and  verbal 

communications  skills 
required.  Willingness  to 
work  with  people  of  various 
socio-economic 
backgrounds. 

♦  Must  be  bondable. 

♦  Certification  as  a  Public 

Housing  Manager  from  a 
HUD  approved  organization 
desired,  and  may  be 
substituted  by  certification 
as  a  property  manager  or  a 
similar  classification  by  a 
nationally  recognized 
housing  or  real  estate 
organization,  or  by 
certification  as  a  MPHA 
from  a  DHCD  approved 
Massachusetts  Public 
Housing  Administrator 
Certification  Program 
desired,  or  must  be 
obtained  within  one  year  of 
employment. 

Minimum  of  16  hours  per 
week,  salary  range  $18,940.00 
to  $19,626.00.  Submit  cover 
letter  with  resume  and 
references  by  March  17,  2004 
to:  William  O’Brien,  Chairman, 
Kingston  Housing  Authority,  1 5 
Hillcrest  Road,  Kingston,  MA 
02364. 

Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


Disaster  Preparation 

FROM  PREVIOUS  PAGE 

After  you  put  all  these  supplies  together,  the  hard 
part  is  done.  Next,  make  sure  the  supplies  do  not 
become  outdated.  Check  them  at  least  twice  a  year. 
Use  up  food  or  medications  that  are  close  to  expira¬ 
tion  and  replace  them  immediately. 

Finally,  it  is  important  for  everyone  in  the  house¬ 
hold  to  know  about  the  emergency  supplies  and 
where  they  are  kept.  Then,  you  need  to  decide  about 
an  emergency  meeting  place.  If  you  had  to  evacuate 
your  home  quickly  because  of  fire,  and  not  everyone 
was  home,  where  would  you  meet?  Easy  choices 
include  the  neighborhood  school,  church,  or  fire  sta¬ 
tion.  Make  sure  that  everyone  knows  where  the  place 
is  and  can  get  there  by  him-or-herself.  Even  a  school- 
child  can  be  taught  basic  emergency  preparedness. 


April  16'*,  2 


Buying  a  house? 


Real-Estate  Issue 


Special  Pull-Out  Section 


Mortgage  Information 
1st  Time  Buyer  Tips 
Real  Estate  Listings 


PICK  UP  AN  ISSUE! 


Advertise  your  business  in  the 

Is  A  M  P  A  N  \i 


ARTS 
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FILM  REVIEW 


The  Power  of  " A  Geisha" 


By  Evangeline  Bermas 

A  powerful  classic  film 
by  Kenji  Mizoguchi,  "A 
Geisha"  (1953)  is  the  story 
of  a  young  woman  named 
Eiko  (Ayako  Wakao)  who 
decides  to  follow  her 
departed  mother's  foot¬ 
steps  and  become  a  geisha. 

Don't  let  the  title  or 
that  premise  fool  you.  If 
you're  expecting  to  see  a 
meek  and  helpless  geisha, 
this  film  will  surprise  you. 
The  first  geisha  shown  in 
the  film,  Miyoharu,  argues 
with  a  man  who  adores 
her,  and  she  is  obviously 
in  control.  She  dictates 
what's  going  to  happen  in 
their  relationship,  and 
there's  nothing  that  the 


man  can  do  about  it. 

Eiko  proves  to  be  just 
as  feisty,  and  perhaps  even 
more  so.  Sixteen-year  old 
Eiko  is  what  the  other 
geishas  call  post-War  - 
gutsy,  modern,  and  very 
much  her  own  individual. 
And  in  mid-twentieth  cen¬ 
tury  Japan,  women  with 
such  characteristics  are 
bound  to  clash  with  others 
around  them. 

Typically  explored  in 
Mizoguchi' s  films, 
women's  destinies  and 
their  role  in  Japanese  soci¬ 
ety  are  also  examined  in 
"A  Geisha." 

At  the  opening  scene, 
when  Eiko  walks  in  the 
long  alleys  of  Kyoto's  Gion 
district,  Mizoguchi  effec¬ 


tively  conveys  the  confined 
status  of  young  women 
like  Eiko  through  his  nar¬ 
row  shots.  Within  the  first 
minute  of  the  film,  we 
already  feel  as  if  we  are 
being  pulled  in  and 
trapped. 

Once  we  are  in, 
we  see  the  com¬ 
plex  world  of 
geishas,  where  the 
women  take  the 
trade  seriously 
because  for 
some  of  them,  it 
is  their  only 
means  of  earn¬ 
ing  a  living  and 
therefore  the 
only  way  to 
survive.  We 
see  regular 


women  of  different  ages 
going  through  geisha 
"boot  camp,"  learning  tra¬ 
ditional  dances  and  songs 
for  a  year  before  they  can 
be  sent  to  teahouses  to 
entertain  customers.  This 
s  quite  refreshing  because 
this  is  a  side  that  we  nor¬ 
mally  don't  see.  We  actu¬ 
ally  see  the  charac¬ 
ters  as  ordi¬ 
nary  human 
beings,  not  as 
idealized  fig- 

The  most 
fascinat¬ 
ing  char¬ 
acter  of 
all  is 
Eiko's 
selfless 
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"A  Geisha"  screens  March  13,  2  p.m.  at  the  Peabody 
Essex  Museum.  (978)  745-9500.  $6. 


mentor  Miyoharu,  played 
incomparably  well  by 
Michiyo  Korgure.  Even 
though  our  focus  is  mainly 
on  the  younger  geisha 
through  her  journey, 
Miyoharu  commands  our 
understanding  and  com¬ 
passion  without  taking 
away  the  spotlight  from 
Eiko.  And  the  conflict 
within  her  is  much  more 
complicated  and  intense. 
She  is  a  pre-War  geisha 
who  is  trapped  by  tradi¬ 
tions  that  she  no  longer 
wants  to  hold  on  to,  and 
she  makes  sacrifices  for 
Eiko  that  make  her  even 
more  endearing. 


"A  Geisha,"  more  than 
50  years  since  its  original 
release,  can  still  evoke 
anger,  disbelief,  and  sym¬ 
pathy  from  its  audiences. 
The  emotions  are  timeless 
and  universal. 

Let's  face  it  -  women, 
especially  Asian  and  Asian 
American  women,  are  still 
trapped  by  all  sorts  of 
notions  held  by  today's 
society.  One  can  only 
hope  that  50  years  from 
now,  this  film  will  be 
watched  with  skepticism 
and  people  will  find  it 
hard  to  imagine  that 
women  were  treated  such 
as  they  are  in  this  film. 


FILM  REVIEW 

Human  Stories 


Asian  Arts 
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galleries. 

"Chinese  Jades"  is  on  display 
through  August  22. 

In  this  exhibit,  the  museum 
displays  207  jade  objects  on  loan 
from  New  York  collectors  Alan 
and  Simone  Hartman,  including 
a  libation  cup  from  the  Qing 
Dynasty  and  Qianlong  Period 
(1736-1795). 

According  to  the  museum, 

"the  Chinese  appreciate  jade  for 
its  beauty,  but  also  as  a  symbol"  ' 
of  five  human  virtues:  kindness, 
integrity,  wisdom,  courage,  and 
purity." 

"Art  of  the  Japanese  Postcard: 
The  Leonard  A.  Lauder 
Collection"  goes  on  display  from 
March  10  to  June  6.  The  exhibit 
features  350  Japanese  postcards 
from  1900  to  1940.  The  cards 
were  designed  by  many  of 
Japan's  leading  painters  and 
graphic  artists  during  the  early 
twentieth  century. 

Peabody  Essex  Museum 

East  India  Square,  Salem. 

(978)  745-9500 

"Geisha:  Beyond  the  Painted 
Smile"  is  on  exhibit  through 
May  9.  The  role  of  geisha  in 
Japanese  culture  is  clouded  by 
misconceptions  and  cultural  dif¬ 
ferences.  Geisha,  literally  "per¬ 
sons  of  artistic  accomplishment," 
are  women  dedicated  to  the 
highest  standards  of  perfor¬ 
mance  in  traditional  dance, 
singing,  and  instrumental  music, 
but  who  typically  entertain  in 
the  intimate  setting  of  a  teahouse 
or  restaurant.  This  exhibit  exam¬ 
ines  both  the  fallacies  and  the 
reality  of  geisha. 

"Vanished  Kingdoms:  The 
Wulsin  Photographs  of  Tibet, 
China  &  Mongolia,  1921-1925" 
is  on  exhibit  through  June  13. 

The  exhibition  presents  39  rare 
images  taken  by  the  first 
Americans  to  reach  the  moun¬ 
tains  and  deserts  of  western 
China  (Gansu)  and  Mongolia 
and  the  unphotographed 
lamaseries  of  Eastern  Tibet. 

"Under  the  Imperial  Gaze"  is  on 
exhibit  through  May  2.  "Under 
the  Imperial  Gaze"  showcases 
two  handscrolls  never  before 


exhibited  to  the  public.  The 
paintings  were  created  by  the 
imperial  painting  studios  and 
depict  the  eighteenth-century 
Qianlong  emperor's  visit  to  the 
southern  regions  of  his  empire. 

"Men  Plow,  Women  Weave: 
Imperial  wood-block  prints  cel¬ 
ebrate  the  labor  and  industry  of 
the  people  of  China"  is  on 
exhibit  through  May  30.  "Men 
Plow,  Women  Weave"  features  a 
set  of  46  wood-block  prints, 
known  as  the  'Gengzhitu 
Illustrations  of  Plowing  and 
Weaving,'  commissioned  by  the 
Kangxi  Emperor  in  1696.  Also 
featured  are  paintings,  prints, 
porcelain,  embroidery,  a  mother- 
of-pearl  inlaid  screen,  and  late 
twentieth-century  posters. 

"Yin  Yu  Tang"  a  permanent 
exhibit,  allows  visitors  to  enter 
the  Huang  family  ancestral  home 
to  view  Chinese  art,  architecture, 
and  culture.  The  home  was  built 
during  the  Qing  Dynasty 

Arthur  M.  Sackler  Museum 

32  Quincy  Street,  Cambridge. 

(61 7)  495-9400 

"Rocks,  Mountains,  Landscapes, 
and  Gardens:  The  Essence  of 
East  Asian  Painting"  is  on  dis¬ 
play  through  August  1.  This 
exhibition  explores  the  place  of 
rocks  within  the  context  of  East 
Asian  art  and  features  a  small 
selection  of  garden  and  scholar's 
rocks  and  several  newly 
acquired  paintings  depicting 
rocks  in  various  settings. 

Films 

Peabody  Essex  Museum 

"Makioka  Sisters"  screens 
March  11,  7  p.m.  The  film,  set  in 
Japan  in  the  1930s,  is  an  adapta¬ 
tion  of  Tanizaki  Junichiro's  novel 
about  four  sisters  unknowingly 
facing  the  end  of  their  comfort¬ 
able  ways  of  life.  Free. 

"A  Geisha"  screens  March  13,  2 
p.m.  "A  Geisha"  is  a  portrait  of 
geisha  life,  a  document  about  the 
rise  of  feminism  in  post-war 
Japan,  and  an  examination  of  the 
evolving  relationship  between  a 
distinguished  geisha  and  a  16- 
year-old  novice  geisha.  $6. 

"A  Changing  Heart"  screens 


March  20,  3  p.m.  This  documen¬ 
tary,  by  Leigh  Devine,  looks  at 
how  marriage  has  changed  in 
Japan  since  the  1950s,  a  time 
when  most  marriages  were 
arranged  by  parents  and  match¬ 
makers.  "The  Good  Wife  of 
Tokyo"  screens  at  2  p.m.  on  the 
same  day  and  is  included  in  the 
ticket  price.  $6. 

"A  Taxing  Woman"  screens 
March  27,  2:30  p.m.  A  satire  by 
Juzo  Itami,  this  film  tells  the  tale 
of  Ryoko,  Tokyo's  hardest  work¬ 
ing  female  tax  inspector,  who 
meets  her  match,  a  millionaire 
"love  hotel"  tycoon  and  tax- 
evader  extraordinaire.  $6. 

Brattle  Theatre 
40  Brattle  Street,  Cambridge 
(617)  876-6838 

"Millennium  Mambo"  screens 
March  5  to  7.  Directed  by  Hou 
Hsiao-Hsien,  this  film  tells  the 
'story  of  Vicky,  a  woman  tom 
between  the  love  of  two  men. 
(Call  for  times.) 

"Tokyo  Godfathers"  screens 
March  24  at  5:30,  7:30,  and  9:30 
p.m.  Directed  by  Satoshi  Kon, 
"Tokyo  Godfathers"  finds  three 
homeless  people  -  a  shaggy  alco¬ 
holic,  an  aging  transvestite,  and 
a  teenage  runaway  -  who  dis¬ 
cover  an  abandoned  baby  on 
Christmas  eve  in  Tokyo.  The 
three  set  out  on  a  quest  through 
the  frequently  hostile  and 
unfriendly  streets  in  a  noble 
attempt  to  track  down  the  baby's 
parents. 

Music 

Forsyth  Chapel 

Forest  Hills  Cemetery, 

Jamaica  Plain 

The  Foundation  for  Chinese 
Performing  Arts  and  the  Forrest 
Hills  Trust  presents  "Sumptuous 
Feast:  Music  for  Chinese 
Strings...  and  More"  on  March 
14,  4  p.m.  The  concert  will  fea¬ 
ture  five  master  musicians,  bom 
in  China  and  living  in  the  United 
States,  who  play  traditional 
string  instruments  and  are  joined 
by  dulcimer,  tuba,  and  Chinese 
flute  music.  $12. 

Nezv  England  Conservatory's 
Jordan  Hall 


By  Matthew  Brophy 

"Robot  Stories,"  the  first  fea¬ 
ture  film  by  Korean  American 
writer  and  director  Greg  Pak, 
came  to  the  Brattle  Theater  in 
Harvard  Square  last  week.  This 
unique  four-part  cycle  has  the 
metaphysical  quirkiness  of  a 
Philip  K.  Dick  novel  with  the 
kind  of  psychological  subtlety 
one  can  find  in  an  Ang  Lee  film. 
More  than  the  title  of  the  film 
suggests,  these  shorts  are  essen¬ 
tially  human  stories.  Pak's 
human  characters  project  them¬ 
selves  onto  the  robots  around 
them,  infusing  them  with  person¬ 
al  meaning. 

The  first  story,  "My  Robot 
Baby,"  features  a  young  wedded 
pair  of  yuppies  trying  to  prove 
themselves  fit  to  adopt  a  child  by 
caring  for  a  little  egg-shaped 
descendant  of  R2D2.  Everyone 
seems  to  instantly  fall  in  love 
with  the  adorable  little  droid, 
except,  sadly,  his  "mama," 

Marcia  (Tamlyn  Tomita).  When 
"papa"  has  to  leave  for  a  week 
on  business,  Marcia  is  left  to  care 
for  the  baby  on  her  own. 
Seemingly  possessed  by  demons, 
the  young  robot  starts  zooming 
around,  destroying  furniture  and 
terrorizing  Marcia,  who  in  turn 
freaks  out,  and  comes  after  the 
baby  with  intent  to  strike  back. 
The  comical  sequence  is  undercut 
by  its  dramatic  conclusion,  when 
Marcia  finds  the  baby  hiding 
from  her  in  the  closet,  and  in  its 
robotic  trembling  she  can  see 
herself  as  a  girl,  hiding  from  her 
own  cold,  monstrous  mother. 

This  is  followed  by  "The 
Robot  Fixer,"  in  which  Wai 
Ching  Ho  gives  a  very  strong 
performance  as  Bernice,  a  some¬ 
what  over-bearing  mother  trying 
to  cope  with  her  absent-minded 
son  who  was  hit  by  car  and  can¬ 
not  regain  consciousness.  Unable 
to  repair  her  son's  health,  she 
sets  out  to  repair  his  collection  of 
"microbots,"  his  childhood  toy 


Boston 

Pianist  Ning  An,  violinist  Joseph 
Lin,  and  cellist  Wendy  Law  per¬ 
form  a  recital  on  April  17,  8  p.m. 
(781)  259-8195 

Peabody  Essex  Museum 


collection.  The  task  overtakes 
her  to  the  point  of  desperation,  as 
it  becomes  her  last  chance  to  find 
a  way  into  her  son's  remote 
world,  and  ultimately  to  secure 
his  love. 

In  the  third,  and,  perhaps 
most  bizarre,  short,  "Machine 
Love,"  Greg  Pak  casts  himself  as 
Archie  the  "G-9  i-Person,"  an 
android  temp-worker  at  a  high- 
tech  company.  Due  to  Archie's 
sub-human  status,  he  is  immedi¬ 
ately  an  outsider  at  the  office  but 
is  befriended  by  Bob,  the  techie 
who  is  assigned  to  look  after  him 
and  is,  himself,  an  outcast.  In  the 
end,  Archie  becomes  a  hero  to 
Bob,  by  breaking  free  from  his 
mundane  prison  of  office  work 
and  finding  love  with  another 
android  in  the  office  building 
across  the  street. 

Sab  Shimono  delivers  a  fine 
performance  as  John,  a  dying 
artist,  in  the  fourth  and  final 
story,  "Clay."  Complete  digital 
"scanning”  of  the  human  brain 
has  been  perfected,  and  thus,  in  a 
problematic,  though  ultimately 
metaphoric,  way,  eternal  con¬ 
sciousness  has  become  the  norm. 
Accompanied  by  a  digital  re-cre¬ 
ation  of  his  dead  wife's  con¬ 
sciousness,  John  must  decide  if 
he,  too,  will  upload  his  brain  into 
eternity.  Being  a  sculptor,  John  is 
deeply  attached  to  the  rigorous 
physicality  of  life,  and  is  resistant 
to  what  he  fears  may  be  an  unau- 
thentic  immortality.  Gritty  and 
meditative,  this  final  movement 
concludes  the  film  in  a  provoca¬ 
tive  and  visually  rich  light. 

Even  those  who  aren't  fans  of 
science  fiction  will  enjoy  "Robot 
Stories."  Like  the  fiction  of  Ray 
Bradbury,  whom  Pak  greatly 
admires,  "Robot  Stories"  tran¬ 
scends  the  genre.  Ultimately,  the 
film  is  not  so  much  about  robots 
or  technology,  as  it  is  about  the 
isolation,  yearning,  and  displaced 
tenderness  felt  in  every  human 
heart. 


Andrew  Maske  will  perform 
Japanese  Shamisen  April  24, 1  — 
3  p.m.  Free. 

-Compiled  by  Adam  Smith 
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FRIDAY, 

March  5 

CPA  Annual  Fundraising  Dinner 

Chinese  Progressive  Association 
will  be  holding  a  fundraising  din¬ 
ner  to  celebrate  the  New  Year. 
Tickets:  $60;  Low-Income  Members, 
$35; 

Seniors,  Students,  and 
Unemployed,  $25 

Call  for  times  and  availability  (617) 
357-4499 

Youth  Group 

The  Boston  Chinese  Evangelical 
Church  holds  a  youth  group  every 
Friday  (English  speaking)  and 
Saturday  (Cantonese  speaking). 
There  are  games,  snacks,  and 
chances  to  have  fun  meeting  other 
teens.  Students  from  grades  7-12  are 
invited. 


237  Harrison  Avenue 
Friday:  7:30  p.m. 

Saturday:  1:30  p.m. 

(61 7)  426-5711 

SATURDAY, 

March  6 

Free  Tax  Prep  Service 

The  Chinese  Progressive 
Association  (CPA)  holds  a  free  tax 
prep  service  for  low  income  fami¬ 
lies  every  Saturday  in  March. 

33  Harrison  Avenue,  3rd  Floor 
11  a.m.,  (61 7)  851-1302 

MONDAY, 

March  15 

Chinatown  Neighborhood  Council 
Meeting 


The  Neighborhood  Council  meets. 
Open  to  the  public. 

St.  James  the  Greater  Church  125 
Harrison  Ave. 

6  p.m. 

TUESDAY, 

March  16  -  April  30 

Exhibit  for  Yangsook  Choi,  Grace 

Lin  and  Shelly  Shinjo 

Opening  reception  for  this  exhibi¬ 
tion  of  works  by  three  book  illustra¬ 
tors  is  Tuesday.  Meet  the  artists. 
South  End  Branch  Library 
685  Tremont  Street,  Boston  (comer 
of  Tremont  Street  and  Mass.  Ave.) 
5:30-7:30  p.m.,  (61 7)  875-2430 

SATURDAY 


March  20 

CRA  Banquet 

Banquet  for  the  Chinese  Resident 
Association 

Imperial  Seafood  Restaurant 

70  Beach  Street 

$20 

(61 7)  357-4499 

TUESDAY 

March  23 

Chinatown  Trust  Fund  Meeting 

Comment  on  rules  of  the  trust  fund 


and  funding  guidelines. 

6  p.m. 

St.  James  Church,  Harrison,  Ave. 

WEDNESDAY, 

March  25 

Hudson  St.  for  Chinatown 
Meeting 

Hudson  Street  for  Chinatown  holds 
a  meeting  about  Parcel  24. 

Oak  Terrace  Community  Room. 

888  Washington  St.,  Suite  102, 

6  p.m.,  (61 7)  482-2380 


The  Young  Leaders  Network  (YLN),  a  youth  driven  ini¬ 
tiative  of  the  Asian  Community  Development 
Corporation,created  this  calendar.  To  promote  an  event 
in  the  Chinatown  Community  Calendar,  e-mail  yln- 
@asiancdc.org  or  call  the  YLN  at  617-482-2380  ext.  250.  Youn9  Ua<i*r*  N#twort 


Elder  Health  Care 
FROM  PAGE  5 

cize  their  negotiated  prices- 
which  are  actually  the  drug's 
maximum  price  in  a  given  geo¬ 
graphic  area.  Actual  prices  may 
vary,  but  will  not  be  higher  than 
the  posted  price.  The  govern¬ 
ment  also  plans  to  provide  cus¬ 
tomer  service  workers  to  help 
elders  understand  the  price  com¬ 


parisons.  The  "Medicare- 
approved"  label  on  these  cards  is 
supposed  to  mean  the  firm  offer¬ 
ing  the  card  is  reputable.  But 
Medicare-endorsed  discount 
cards  come  with  something  else: 
a  special  benefit  for  low-income 
seniors.  An  individual  with 
income  less  than  $12,124  per  year 
($16,363  for  couples)  gets  a 
prescription  subsidy  up  to  $600  a 


year  towards  the  cost  of  their 
medications.  Medicare  will  also 
pay  for  the  cost  of  the  enrollment 
fee  for  these  low-income  card 
holders. 

Q:  Aren't  discount  cards  already 
on  the  market? 

A:  Yes.  There  are  already  a  num¬ 
ber  of  drug  discount  cards  you 
can  buy,  each  with  different  ben¬ 


efits  and  costs.  AARP,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  has  its  "Member  Rx  Choice" 
program,  as  do  several  drug 
companies,  like  Merck  and  Lilly. 
CitizensHealth,  founded  by  for¬ 
mer  Congressman  Joe  Kennedy, 
has  a  medical  card  that  says  it 
can  save  you  10%  to  34%  off 
your  drug  bills  at  40,000  pharma¬ 
cies.  Whatever  discount  cards  are 
on  the  market  now,  they  will  all 


probably  try  to  become 
Medicare-certified,  to  allow  peo¬ 
ple  to  take  advantage  of  the  low- 
income  $600  discount.  When  the 
cards  come  out,  the  SHINE  pro¬ 
gram  (1-800  Age  Info)  will  be  a 
source  of  help  for  seniors  seeking 
the  right  discount  card  for  their 
needs. 

Marta  Frank  is  director  of 
Boston  Senior  Home  Care,  Inc. 


"Equivalence"  Author  Shin  Yu  Pai  Interview 

FROM  PAGE  2 


writing? 

Shin  Yu  Pai:  My  parents  immi- 


Cardinal  Medeiros  Manor 

11  Woodcliff  Street 
Dorchester,  MA  02125 
Phone  (617)  445-4415 

Accepting  applications  for 

Studio  and  1  bedroom 
Elderly  and/or  disable  202  S8 
building 

Rent  30%  of  adjusted 
household  income 
Income  Limits  must  fall  within 
the  following  amounts: 

HH  Size  Income  Limits 

1  PERSON  28,950 

2  PERSON  33,100 

Taking  applications 
Monday  -  Friday 
From  8:30  a.m.  -  3:00  p.m. 
For  information  call 
(617)  445-4415 

Equal  Housing  f 
Opportunity 


grated  to  this  country  from 
Taiwan.  Having  grown  up  in  a 
bilingual  household,  I  have 
always  had  a  heightened  aware¬ 
ness  of  language  and  an  interest 
in  story-telling  and  the  preserva¬ 
tion  of  cultural  and  ancestral  tra¬ 
ditions. 

Sampan:  About  your  newest 
book,  what  was  your  goal  or 
mission  in  writing  it?  Also,  why 
the  title,  "Equivalence"? 


(  "  \ 
Maintenance  Superintendent 

TCB,  Inc.  is  accepting 
applications  for  a  full  time 
Maintenance  Superintendent. 
The  qualified  candidate  will 
be  experienced  in  heating, 
plumbing,  electrical, 
carpentry,  and  locksmithing. 
Bi-lingual  Chinese/English 
encouraged.  Send  resume  to 
Oak  Terrace,  888  Washington 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

V _ / 


Shin  Yu  Pai:  The  title  of  the 
book  comes  from  Alfred  Stieglitz 
(1864-1946),  a  modernist 
American  photographer  whose 
major  work  was  a  series  of  black 
and  white  cloud  images  which 
he  called  "Equivalents."  Stieglitz 
said  of  his  work:  "I  have  a  vision 
of  life  and  I  try  to  find  equiva¬ 
lents  for  it  sometimes  in  the  form 
of  photographs."  His  pho¬ 
tographs,  he  likened  to  the  living 
experience  of  the  sky.  In  the 
way  that  Stieglitz  was  concerned 
with  exploring  the  parallels 
between  life  and  art,  I  am  inter¬ 
ested  in  exploring  the  parallels 
between  visual  arts  and  lan¬ 
guage,  Eastern  and  Western  tra¬ 
ditions,  drawing  connections 
across  a  range  of  human  experi¬ 
ences. 

Sampan:  Some  of  your  poems 
use  images  created  by  words  and 
letters.  How  do  you  feel  about 
stretching  your  poetry  beyond 
just  words  and  meanings  and 
into  actual  visuals? 


Get  a  mortgage  from 
someone  who  makes  you 
feel  at  home. 


Shin  Yu  Pai:  The  poems 
"Feedback"  and  "Jump"  both  take 
their  form  from  visual  art.  In 
"Feedback,"  I  was  interested  in 
using  the  blank  page  as  a  canvas, 
stretching  and  moving  words 


around  much  in  the  way  that 
painter  John  Pomara  moves 
paint  over  his  surfaces.  With 
"Jump"  I  was  also  very  interested 
in  creating  physical  movement  in 
the  piece,  making  the  poem 
come  alive  off  the  page.  There 
are  many  other  pieces  in  the  col¬ 
lection  which  derive  their  forms 
from  the  natural  world  -  "Poem" 
(for  Wolfgang  Laib)  is  written  in 
stanzas  which  take  the  shape  of 
mountains.  "Kites"  spreads 
across  the  page  like  a  kite  across 
the  horizon.  Borrowing  forms 
from  the  natural  world  interests 
me  much  more  than  writing  in 
traditional,  metrical  forms. 

Sampan:  How  important  is  it  for 
you  to  include  a  sense  of  humor 
or  playfulness  into  your  works? 

Shin  Yu  Pai:  Playfulness  is  defi¬ 
nitely  an  important  aspect  of  my 
work,  which  may  emerge  most 
explicitly  in  my  prose  poems  and 
narratives,  but  is  also  apparent 
in  works  such  as  "Poem  for  Art 
Handlers,"  "Jump"  or  "Sainte 
Terrer."  The  vast  majority  of  my 
poetry  is  concerned  with  philo¬ 
sophical  and  spiritual  matters, 
but  I  do  believe  that  a  playful 
approach  and  a  light  touch  are 
needed  at  times  to  balance  this 


weightiness  and  to  act  as  a  coun¬ 
terpoint. 

Sampan:  Which  poem  in  your 
book  are  you  most  proud  of? 

Shin  Yu  Pai:  "Poem"  (for 
Wolfgang  Laib)  was  a  break¬ 
through  poem  for  me.  I  had  just 
spent  a  year  teaching  in  an  art 
museum  and  was  working 
through  processing  those  experi¬ 
ences  of  spending  a  great  deal  of 
time  in  the  galleries  living  with 
these  works  of  art  and  meditat¬ 
ing  upon  them.  I  had  always 
struggled  with  finding  the  right 
forms  for  my  poems,  finding 
where  to  break  the  line.  In  writ¬ 
ing  "Poem,"  the  visual  format 
which  came  directly  from  a 
sculpture  by  Wolfgang  Laib 
called  "the  five  mountains  not  to 
climb  on"  was  perfectly  clear  to 
me  and  gave  me  the  structure  to 
write  in  a  way  that  mirrored  the 
visual  aspects  of  this  artwork. 
After  writing  this  piece,  many 
other  visual  poems  in  the  book 
from  this  period  of  my  life-"De 
Stijl,"  "Equivalent,"  "Feedback" 
all  came  very  quickly,  drawing 
once  again  from  the  form  and 
concepts  behind  their  sources. 


No  one  knows  this  area 
better  than  the  people 
at  Brookline  Bank.  And 
no  one  can  help  you  get 
the  right  mortgage  or 
refinance  with  less  hassle 
than  our  mortgage 
specialists. 

We’ll  work  with  you 

from  start  to  finish  -  so  you’ll  feel  at  home  every 
step  of  the  way. 

Call  now  for  an  appointment  or  more  infonnation. 
Or  go  online:  www.brooklinebank.com 

Brookline  Bank 

Bank  here.  Get  there 

^  bfOoklinebank.com  Member  FDIC  t=r  Equal  Housng  Lender 


Left  to  riyht:  UUysis  Aleman  617-730-3576 ; 
■  Tom  McRrten  617-730-3521. 


Pine  Homes 


NOW  RENTING 

2  BDRM  Affordable  Units 
Heat  &  Hot  Water  Included 
Starting  at  $686.00 

Please  apply  at  the  PINE 
HOMES  RENTAL  OFFICE: 

469  Pine  Grove  Drive 
Brockton,  MA  02301 

Please  call  for  income 
guidelines  at  508-584-3300. 


& 


Equal  Housing  Opportunity 


t=J 


QUEEN  ANNE’S  GATE 
IS  NOW  ACCEPTING  APPLICATIONS  FOR  1  &  2 
BEDROOM  APARTMENTS. 


The  following  income  limits  apply: 


1  bedroom 

1  person  $17,960  -  $23,952 

2  persons  $17,960  -  $27,036 

2  bedrooms 

2  persons  $21 ,960  -  $28,752 

3  persons  $21,960  -  $35,816 

4  persons  $21 ,960  -  $38,742 


Applications  must  be  picked  up  in  person  for 
Queen  Anne's  Gate  Apartments  at : 

148  Colonels  Lane,  Weymouth,  MA  02189 

Monday  through  Friday  -  9:00  am  to  5:00  pm 


Kindly  provide  advance  notice  for  reasonable  accommodation. 


ix 


Equal  Housing  Opportunity 


til 


www.sampan.org 
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SAM  PAN  &4* 

Nmlingkmfj  Qnfy  CUmjt-i^hh  Hmtpafitr  fimt  f  972 


Allston 


Malden 

Malden  Public  Library,  j6  Salem  St. 


AMBRIDGE 
[IT  Student  Center 

Harvard  Yen-Chiog  Library,  2  Divinity  Drive 
Yen  Ching  Restaurant,  1126  Massachusetts  Ave. 


EWTON 

GBCCA,  437  Cherry  Sl 
Newton  Free  Library,  320  Homer  St. 
Chung  Shin  Yuan,  183  California  St. 


Quincy 


ston 

AACA,  200  'Fremont  St.* 

Sovereign  Bank,  Beach  St./Harrison  Ave.* 

New  England  Medical  Center,  171  Harrison  Ave.* 

Fleet  Boston,  710  Washington  St.* 

Quincy  School,  885  Washington  St,* 

China  Trade  Center,  Boylston/Washington  St.* 
Chinatown  Gate,  Beach  St./Surface  Road* 

CVS,  340  Washington  St.* 

Chinatown  Cafe,  262  Harrison  Ave. 

Boston  Chinese  Evangelical  Church,  249  Harrison  Ave. 
Ming's  Market,  1120  Washington  St. 

88  Supermarket,  50  Herald  St. 

World  Journal  Book  Store,  75  Kneeland  St. 

Wang  Y.M.C.A.,  8  West  Oak  St. 

Castle  Square,  484  Tremont  St. 

South  Cove  Plaza,  285  Tremont  St./230  Stuart  St. 

Mass  Pike  Tower,  330  Tremont  St, 

South  Cove  Manor,  120  Shaumut  Ave. 

Taiwan  Caf6,  34  Oxford  St. 

Mei  Tung  Market,  109  Lincoln  St. 

Boston  Public  Library,  660  Boylston  St. 

B.U.  Student  Center,  775  Commonwealth  Ave. 


Grand  Taipei,  122  Harvard  Ave.  N.  Quincy  Station* 

Pho  Pasteur  Restaurant,  137  Brighton  Ave.  Wollaston  Station* 

Golden  Age  Center,  677  Cambridge  St.  Citizens  Bank,  371  Hancock  St. 

Stop  &  Shop  Supermarket,  60  Everett  St.  Quincy  Library,  40  Washington  St. 

88  Supermarket,  1095  Commonwealth  Ave. Wollaston  Luther  Church,  550  Hancock  St. 

Quincy  Medical  Center,  114  Whitwell  St. 
Fu-yang  Market,  41  Billings  Road 


‘Indicates  the  location  of  Sampan 


A  one  year  subscription  sent  via  Z*3  class  mail  is  S30. 
A  one  year  subscription  sent  via  first  class  mail  is  S60. 
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Swim  During  a  Snow  Storm 


Brrrr.  Will  winter  ever  go  away?  Now  it 
doesn’t  matter.  Not  when  you  discover 
the  warm  and  inviting  lifestyle  of 
Linden  Ponds,  coming  soon  to  the 
South  Shore.  With  our  endless  list  of 
amenities  and  unbeatable  social  life,  you 
can’t  help  but  stay  active  all  winter  long. 
Call  today — demand  for  our  apartment 
homes  is  heating  up! 


To  leant 
more,  call  for 
your  FREE 
Information 
Kit. 


Linden  Ponds 

(781)  337-2255 
or  t.ll  free  1-800-832-5319 


t=} 


1“  its.  fj 


Erickson's  scholarship  program  is  available  to  qualified  applicants. 
_  Call  lor  details. 

You  oust  be  62  or  better  to  enjoy  the  incomparable  Erickson  lifestyle. 
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$u ii  ifWt  i^4yWeM  /W  ike  Sampan  Aueei^^f 


Actual  Size 

1.88"  x  2.5" 


Lion  Realty™ 

200  Lion  Road 
Boston,  MA02111 


Directory  Page  Ads 


.,ee 

2  get  more  for  less  money!” 

T:  617.555.5555 
F:  617.555.5550 
www.lionrealty.com 

. 


The  authority  in  Asian  American  News. 
Serving  Asian  Americans  in  New  England  since  1972. 


Directory  Page  Prices 

©  Half  Year  =  $220  (20%  discounted) 

©  Full  Year  =  $400  (27%  discounted) 
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617-423-5900 


DCM  j*R^ 

Dynamic  Capital  Mortgage 
62  Harvard  Street,  Brookline,  MA 
MA:  ML220 1 /MB2732 
NH:  9240-MBB 

Jimmy  Fang 

*  Aggressive  Pricing  * 

*  Unparalleled  Client  Service* 

mm&&  mmsm  mm&wxmk 

Tel:(6i7)739-4000  ext.  355 
Mobile:  (617)  792-5940 
jfang@dyncap.com 
www.dyncap.com 
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view  from  Surface  Street  showing  possible  future  development  and  opportunity  for 
ground  floor  interaction  with  proposed  Chinatown  Park 
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Monthly  Parking 
$250.00 

Located  on  the  corner  of  Tremont 
and  Boylston  Streets  and  adjacent 
to  the  Boston  Common. 


Serving  Downtown  Boston,  the 
Financial  District,  and  China  Town, 
the  garage  at  the  Ritz-Carlton  Towers  offers  affordable  monthly  parking  in  a 
secure,  well-lit  environment.  Corporate  and  individual  accounts  are  welcome.  For 
further  information,  please  call:  (61 7)  574-7250. 


$250.00 

{5S^  Tremont  f£j&  Boylston  fljAW-  ’  HKil  Boston  Common  ° 
Ritz-Carlton  Towers  ^iWMMW&silWiTW, ' 

wwwi  ’  mmm& » •  s 

flf  ®  :  (617)  574-7250  « 
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Real-Estate  Issue 


Special  Pull-Out  Section 
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J.S.  WATERMAN  &  SONS 

-  Eastman  -  Waring  (Since  1832) 
m± »A.  ftWnSA. 
mmm,  n^n£. 

ft  **»#»:  1-800-344-7526 

iittg  (Pf  &S?@ 

|  -  •  Kenneth  F.  Bennett 
Tak  Chiu  Joseph  Yeung  \  Senior  Funeral  Director 


“mt 


Senior  J'uneral  Director 


(617)536-4110  t -800-34 1-7526  (617)472-1137 

485  (Jonuiiomvcalth  Aw.  Wellesley  -  Sudbury  -  Fraiurigluun  576  Hancock  St. 
(KENMORE  0.Hiih)  Norwood  -  Maibleheail  -  I.yrin  -  Dartmouth  (Citgo  jtffi) 
J.S.  Waterman  &  Sons.  Fall  River  -  Fairliaven  -  New  Bedford  Deware  Funeral  Home 

A  Service  Family  AlTiiiale  ol'AFFS  ;uid  Service  Corporation  International. 

492  Rock  Sl,  Fall  River,  M  A  02720  1 IS :  (508)67(i-2454 


-Mortgage  Information 
-1st  Time  Buyer  Tips 
-Real  Estate  Listings 


PICK  UP  AN  ISSUE 


Advertise  your  business  in  the 

Sampan! 
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Cobbler’s  Brook 
19  Broad  Street,  Merrimac,  MA 

65 

6  is 

6  fiM§§j^M®jlMi 
€1i:  $154,000 
1,286-1,390  sq.  ft. 

HUD  : 

—  A  -  $40,250  HA -$51,750 

=A  -  $46,000  HA -$57,500 

ftAll*>J)i§MtjiAi ■ 


2004  ^3^13  B  1  1  B# 

2004  #3  ^  23  BlIZT^F  7  B# 
Dr.  Frederick  Sweetsir  ^  &#ll 
104  Church  Street,  Merrimac 

$  M  *  R  8  It  of  **■  T  511%  ii  *  M : 


Merrimac  Public  Library 
34  West  Main  Street 
Merrimac 

$?4£BrFfy]:  — H.S-  10am-5pm 

MlE  -  10am-7pm 
fi^Ts  -  10am-2pm 


Merrimac  Town  Hall 
Selectman’s  Office 
4  School  Street,  Merrimac 

II -9am -4pm 


Cobbler’s  Brook,  P.  O.  Box  955,  North  Andover,  Massachusetts  01845 

mWBm  4/21/04  /v 
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Peabody  Essex  Misem 
East  India  Square,  Salem 
(978)745-9500 
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ArthurM.Sackler  Museym 

32  Quincy  Street,  Cambridge 
(617)495-9400 
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Peabody  Essex  Misem 
East  India  Square,  Salem 
(978)745-9500 
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Forsyth  Chapel 
Forest  IlilLs  Cemetery 
95  Forest  I  fills  Ave.,  Jamaica  Plain 
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IMMIGRATION  LAW 


Attorney  Nancy  J.  Harrington 
Attorney  Daniel  P.  Harrington 
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Temporary  Work  Visas  (H-1B,  0-1,  L-l,  R-l) 
Family-based  Visa  Petitions 
Labor  Certification  Applications 
National  Interest  Waiver  Petitions 
Outstanding  Researcher  Petitions 
Intra-Company  Transeferee  petitions 
Religious  Worker  Petitions 
Naturalization  &  Citizenship 
Deportation  Proceedings 


XfM(H-lB,  0-1,  L-l,  R-l) 
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171  Milk  Street,  Suite  24 
Boston,  MA  02109 

(617)  482-3800 

E-mail:  Harrington-LawfaJuno.com 
WEB  SITE:  WWW.BOSTONiMMlGRATIQN.COM 
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IMMIGRATION  LAW 
ROBERT  J.  GAYNOR 

ATTORNEY 

100  State  Street,  10th  Floor 
Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)  723-6200 
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❖  Permanent  Resident  Status/Green  card 

•> 

❖  Family-based  Visa  Petitions 

mm&B: 

❖  Temporary  Work  Visas/Hi  B 

❖ 

xfm'Rr 

❖  Labor  Certifications 

❖  National  Interest  Waivers 

❖  Outstanding  Researchers 

«9Sf)tkL 

❖  Investors 

❖ 

❖  Naturalization  &  Citizenship 

❖ 

A& 

36  Years  Experience 


WILLIAM  W.  SOOHOO  ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
1146  WASHINGTON  ST.,  BOSTON,  MA  02118 

iii.iS  :  (61 7)482-1 553  ( fB  ■  H  -  A|lj,li ) 

SV:;T  TuffTTlk)  Dunkin’  Donuts 


Personal  Injuries 
Car  Accidents 
Criminal  Cases 
Bankruptcy 
Divorce 

Establishment  of  a  Corporation 
Purchase  or  Sale  of  Business  &  Homes 

Immigration 

Work  Visas  (H1B,  0*1.  L-I.J-1) 

Labor  Certification 
(Cook,  Software  Engineer) 

Priority  Worker 
Outstanding  Researcher 
National  Interest  Waiver 
Asylum 

Deportation  Appeals 
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